
The Tyttenhanger Footpaths Scheme 

For many years there have been serious problems with the public footpath network on the 

Tyttenhanger estate south of St Albans.  These problems are now very close to a solution and this 

article has been created to explain the new network since it will be some time before the Definitive 

Map and the Ordnance Survey maps can been updated. 

The problems lay on that part of the Tyttenhanger estate which lies south of the A414 and north of 

Coursers Road between Colney Heath to the east and London Colney to the west.  (OS Explorer 

Sheet 182,  Landranger Sheet 166).  Over the years gravel has been extracted and the land restored 

but the river Colne no longer follows its original course.  Part of the area is now occupied by very 

attractive lakes some of which are important for wild life and fishing.  In another part, the Willows 

Farm Village has been developed as an activity centre for young children.  It has new buildings and 

animal enclosures and has become very popular with families with young children.  

Unfortunately the routes of definitive rights of way have not been changed since before all this 

development and they no longer match the routes which people actually walk.  Some run through 

the lakes and others through buildings and animal enclosures. 

Recognising that this unsatisfactory situation could not be allowed to continue the landowners 

invited representatives of the path users to work with them to devise a solution.  A working group 

was created comprising representatives of the landowners and tenants of the estate, 

representatives of both the Ramblers and the St Albans and District Footpaths Society, and officers 

from Herts County Council’s Rights of Way Service.  The British Horse Society, the St Albans Cycling 

Campaign, local parish councils and other interests were also consulted.   

The agreed solution is a package of changes comprising: 

 Diverted routes for the obstructed paths and 

 Compensation for any resulting inconvenience to the public by 
o Confirming existing informal routes as public rights of way and 
o Creating several brand new routes and dedicating them as public rights of way 

 
The package provides benefits for all concerned.  For the landowners and tenants it 

 Eliminates the illegal obstruction of the paths, 

 Resolves the problem of informal access to Willows Farm Village from people looking for the 
routes of the rights of way. 

 
For the public it 

 Makes several existing footpaths into public rights of way guaranteeing their availability in 
the long run 

 Adds several new footpaths to the right of way network 

 Provides a long desired route for equestrians and cyclists between Colney Heath and London 
Colney. 

 
In total these amount to around 3 miles of new public rights of way and the overall effect is to create 
a wide variety of long and short routes from neighbouring villages as well as the possibility of longer 
distance connections to the wider right of way network. 

 
The scheme is complex and not easily described in words so the details are shown on the attached 
step by step series of maps.  The first five maps each show a part of the problem to be solved, how 



this part has been resolved and some of the new paths created at the same time.  The sixth map 
shows the final situation when the scheme is fully implemented. 
 
At this time we have reached a stage in the process which means that it is now highly improbable 
that the scheme will not be completed.  There are still some legal processes to be follow and some 
work has to be finished on the ground before all the new routes will be available for public use.  It is 
expected that this will all be completed during 2018.  At this point the new network will be shown on 
the Herts County Council on-line Definitive Map.  Unfortunately we will probably have to wait for 
new editions before they will appear on the OS Landranger and Explorer maps. 
 
The Ramblers wish to record their appreciation to both the landowner and tenants for the 
constructive way in which these problems have been resolved and to the officers in the Herts County 
Council’s Rights of Way Service for their cooperation in solving multiple legal and practical problems 
throughout the entire process. 
 
Ramblers 
Herts and North Middlesex Area 
October 2017 
 
Attached Maps 
 
Tyttenhanger Footpaths 1 – Fishing Lakes and river Banks 
Tyttenhanger Footpaths 2 – River Banks through Willows Farm Village 
Tyttenhanger Footpaths 3 – The Main Willows Farm Area 
Tyttenhanger Footpaths 4 – Tyttenhanger House and Surrounding Area 
Tyttenhanger Footpaths 5 – the Northern Fields 
Tyttenhanger Footpaths 6 – The Final Scheme 
 
All maps are used by permission from David Walker Associates. 



Tyttenhanger Footpaths - 1  
Fishing Lakes and River Banks 

Two Existing Problems solved 
 

Problem : The legal route of Ridge Footpath 2 Runs through the Lake 
Solution : Make the legal route run along the west bank of the river 
Problem : North of the lakes the legal route of Ridge Footpath 1 runs through undergrowth  
north of the track but everyone walks on the track. 
Solution : Make legal route coincide with the track. 

 
Two New Public Rights of Way Created 

 
The track along the eastern side of the river between Ridge Bridleway 6 and Ridge footpath 3 becomes a public footpath. 
The track along the causeway between the two large lakes becomes a public footpath. This links Ridge Footpath 1 and the new route of 
Ridge Footpath 2. 



Tyttenhanger Footpaths –2 
River Banks through Willows Farm Village 

Three Existing Problems Solved 
 

Problem : Ridge Footpath 2 Is blocked by the Colney Bypass. 
Solution : Divert the legal route to run alongside the bypass to join Low Bell Lane. 
Problem : When the London Colney Bypass was built the route of the London Colney Footpath 12/13 was diverted to run 
under the bridge over the river but the rest of the route was unchanged. In fact nobody walks along the legal route and 
everyone walks along the river bank. 
Solution : Make the legal route coincide with the path along the river bank. 
Problem : There is a conflict between the public footpaths and the route of the tractor ride. 
Solution : Divert the public footpaths to run along the nearby path which avoids the tractor ride. 



Tyttenhanger Footpaths –3 

The Main Willows Farm Area 

Three Existing Problems Solved 
Problem : The route of Ridge Footpath 4 through the main part of the farm is blocked by farm buildings. 
Solution : Divert the legal route of Footpath 4 to run to the east of the farm buildings. Extinguish the redundant part of Ridge Footpath 3 
Problem : The route of Ridge Footpath 5 is blocked by animal enclosures. 
Solution : Make the legal route of Footpath 5 run along an existing path to join the path along the river. 
Problem : North of the farm buildings the legal route of Ridge Footpath 4 is not on the route which people actually walk. 
Solution : Make the legal route the same as the route which people walk, 

 
One New Public Right of Way Created 

A new Public Footpath is created linking the diverted Ridge Footpath 4 to Ridge Bridleway 40 with a safe place to cross Courser Lane at 
the old entrance to Willows Farm. 



Tyttenhanger Footpaths – 4 
Tyttenhanger House and Surrounding Areas 

Three Existing Problems Solved 
Problem: Ridge Footpath 5 ends at an unsafe location on Coursers Road. 
Solution: Move the end of Footpath 5 to a place where it is safe to cross Coursers Road. 
Problem: The legal route of Ridge Bridleway 6 is not on the track which everyone uses. 
Solution: Make the legal route the same as the route people actually use. 
Problem: The legal route of Ridge Bridleway 32 runs through a pond. 
Solution: Make the legal route run through the woodland avoiding the pond. 

 
Three New Public Rights of Way Created 

A new Public Footpath is created  along the field edge linking Footpath 4 to Footpath 5 at Coursers Road. 
A new Public Footpath is created on the south side of Coursers Road linking Footpath 5 to Bridleway 40. 
The existing permissive footpath from Tyttenhanger Farm to Bridleway 6 east of the lake becomes a Public Right of Way. 



Tyttenhanger Footpaths – 5 
The Northern Fields 

Two Existing Problems Solved 
Problem: The legal route of Ridge Footpath 4 runs  through the garden of Tyttenhanger Farm. 
Solution: Make the legal route run outside this garden. 
Problem: The legal route of the existing Public Footpath north of the lake between Ridge Footpath 4 and Ridge Footpath 5 has never 
been defined. 
Solution: Define legal route to run along the hedgerow. 

 
Four New Public Rights of Way Created 

Ridge Footpath 2 is upgraded to a bridleway from Colney Heath to its junction with Bridlway 6. 
A new public bridleway is created from Ridge Bridleway 32 at Coursers Road along the field boundary to join the Upgraded Footpath 2 
near the water works. 
The existing permissive path round the paddock at Tyttenhanger Farm is dedicated as a public footpath. 
A new public footpath is created joining the new bridleway to the footpath round the paddock at Tyttenhanger Farm. 



Tyttenhanger Footpaths – 6 

The Final Scheme 
This is what the paths will look like when all the changes have taken place. Its a “win-win” for the general public, landowners and 

tenants. 
For the General Public : 
•No blocked paths 
•Existing paths become public rights of way. 
•Several new routes created. 
•Variety of short and long circular routes created for the adjacent villages. 
•For horse riders and cyclists new bridleways link Colney Heath with the wider network. 
•Total lenght of new public rights of way is about 4.5 km (3 miles). 

 
For Landowners and tenants: 
•All illegal footpath blockages removed. 
•Access to Willows Farm Village can be better controlled (important commercially and for safeguarding young children. 
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